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Hong Kong Adventure Corps
Band
Training Syllabus

Great Highland Bagpipe Training Course (Practice Chanter — Elementary)

Objective 1. general overview of bagpipe music and the instruments,
2. learning basic fingering techniques (with practice chanter),
3. trying to play basic bagpipe tunes.

Training hours 15 hours in total (including 10 lessons, 1.5 hours each)

Training content Lesson 1 | 1. Get to know your instrument — practice chanter

2. Finger positions, production of sound and
maintenance of the instrument

3. Technique — Scale I (playing up)

Lesson 2 1. Basic theory — Reading music I (pitch)
2. Technique — Scale II (playing down)
3. Exercise — Fluency and flexibility

Lesson 3 1. Basic theory — reading music II (duration)
2. Technique — Gracenote I (Cutting - G)
3. Exercise — Trying easy tune(s)

Lesson 4 1. Basic theory — reading music III (time signature
— simple time)

2. Technique — Gracenote II (Cutting — D, E)

3. Exercise — Triplets (GDE)

Lesson 5 1. Technique — Gracenote IIT (Strikes)
2. Technique — Gracenote IV (High A)
3. Exercise — Trying easy tune(s)

Lesson 6 1. Technique — Doubling I (Top hand I)




2. Technique — Doubling II (Top hand II)
3. Exercise — Trying easy tune(s)

Lesson 7 1. Technique — Doubling III (Bottom hand)

2. Exercise — Cross finger

Lesson 8 1. Technique — Throw on D

2. Exercise — Trying easy tune(s)

Lesson 9 1. Revision and practice

Lesson 10 | 1. Trying bagpipe without drones,

2. Examination

Admission requirements

Corps’s members (Potential instructor(s) could attend the course
only after the nomination made by Band Sergeant Major (BSM) is
being approved).

Assessment

Practical exercise/assessment will be provided within course
schedule, in which every student will be examined by the Band
Sergeant Major (BSM) or personnel assigned by the Band Sergeant
Major (BSM).

Award

1. The Hong Kong Adventure Corps Certificate of Achievement -
Great Highland Bagpipe Training Course (Practice Chanter —
Elementary) will be awarded upon completion of course
requirement and assessment,

2. Exemption in the entrance exam for training course: Great
Highland Bagpipe Training Course (Practice Chanter —
Competent),

3. Participation in training and event(s) in Band — Bagpipe section.
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Hong Kong Adventure Corps

Band

Training Syllabus

Great Highland Bagpipe Training Course (Practice Chanter — Competent)

Objective

1. comprehensive understanding in bagpipe music and the
instruments,

2. learning and revisiting integrated fingering techniques (with
practice chanter),

3. learning to play bagpipe tunes for general purpose and

ceremony.

Training hours

24 hours in total (including 12 lessons, 2 hours each)

Training content

Lesson 11 | 1. Basic theory — reading music IV (time signature
— compound time)
2. Technique — Birl
Lesson 12 | 1. Technique — Grips
2. Exercising tune — 2/4 time
Lesson 13 | 1. Technique — Grip with a B Gracenote
2. Revision on / Exercising tune — 2/4 time
Lesson 14 | 1. Technique — Gracenote V (G Strikes on D)
2. Technique — Taorluaths
3. Exercising tune — 4/4 time
Lesson 15 | 1. Technique — Tachum
2. Revision on / Exercising tune — 4/4 time
Lesson 16 | 1. Technique — Gracenote VI (G Strikes on B)

2. Exercising tune — 3/4 time




Lesson 17 | 1. Technique — Grips on the Bottom hand

2. Revision on / Exercising tune — 3/4 time

Lesson 18 | 1. Technique — Throw on D (Heavy)
2. Revision on / Exercising tune — 3/4 time

Lesson 19 | 1. Exercising tune — 6/8 time

Lesson 20, | 1. Revision on/ Exercising tune — common tunes

Lesson 21 in ceremony

2. Try blowing the bagpipe with the drones
sounding

Lesson 22 | 1. Examination

Admission requirements | 1. Corps’s members (Potential instructor(s) could attend the course
only after the nomination made by Band Sergeant Major (BSM)
is being approved), and

2. Holder of the Hong Kong Adventure Corps Certificate of
Achievement - Great Highland Bagpipe Training Course
(Practice Chanter — Elementary) or successfully pass the

entrance exam in the first lesson of the training course.

Assessment Practical exercise/assessment will be provided within course
schedule, in which every student will be examined by the Band
Sergeant Major (BSM) or personnel assigned by the Band Sergeant
Major (BSM).

Award 1. The Hong Kong Adventure Corps Certificate of Achievement -
Great Highland Bagpipe Training Course (Practice Chanter —
Competent) will be awarded upon completion of course
requirement and assessment,

2. Exemption in the leveling test for Band training: Great Highland
Bagpipe,

3. Participation in training and event(s) in Band — Bagpipe section.




